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SDQ WELCOMES PREMIER AND MINISTER’S EFFORTS TO WORK WITH DOCTORS

Salaried Doctors Queensland (SDQ) has today welcomed the Premier and Health Minister’s efforts to consult with clinicians at the coalface in addressing the State’s under-resourced emergency departments.

SDQ President Dr Don Kane said chronic bed and staff shortages continued to plague emergency and all other departments in hospitals throughout the State and consultation with clinicians on the ground was a welcome first step in addressing these deficiencies.

“Our hospital departments have been chronically under-resourced for a long time, and it is pleasing to see the Government taking this problem seriously by consulting with the people who know the issues best – the clinicians who work on the ground in these departments,” Dr Kane said.

“The concerns raised by the clinician in The Sunday Mail are endemic of emergency departments throughout the State and ones that have been continually raised by SDQ in the past, so it is a relief to see the Premier and the Minister finally giving these issues the attention they deserve.

“The staff in our hospital departments do a fantastic job under immense pressure and it is time they had the support they need at a Government level for this to continue,” he said.

Dr Kane said he hoped the commitment by the Premier and Minister to work closely with medical staff to address problems within the State’s health system would be maintained, and said it was important that the newly appointed Director-General Mr Mick Reid also fostered this commitment when he takes over the role in June.

“The clinician who brought these issues to light is to be commended and SDQ is hopeful the Government, including the new Director-General, will use this advice as well as further clinical input from around the State to create positive change in our hospital departments.

“Queenslanders deserve to have access to fully staffed departments and hospital beds when they need them – let’s hope this can become a reality sooner rather than later,” he said.

Ends.

CONTACT: Jade Thompson on 3872 2209 or 0419 735 641

[image: image2.jpg]PO Box 153 Kelvin Grove DC Qld 4059 Hunstanton 88 L’Estrange Tce Kelvin Grove Qld 4059 T:(07) 38722239  F: (07) 3856 5572  www.sdq.org.au





[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg]